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TITLE: Service replacement of sill routed a.c. pipes.

REASON: To provide a service replacement procedure without the requirement for body side removal.
 The two a.c. pipes which carry refrigerant from the compressor to the condenser and from the 

evaporator to the compressor, are routed along the outside of the chassis siderail, within the 
composite body sill.  This area is not fully accessible without removal of the bonded body side 
moulding.  This bulletin introduces new service repair hoses which may be used if necessary to 
replace the sill routed pipes without the inconvenience, disturbance and expense of removing a 
body side panel.

ACTION: A). In the course of regular servicing, when inspecting coolant and oil hoses and pipes, attention 
should also be paid to the a.c. pipes with particular reference to the joints at the rear end of the 
sill pipes where they are anchored to a chassis bracket.  This area is vulnerable to contamination, 
via the air intake grilles, from spray thrown up by the front wheels.  Application of an anti-corrosion 
fluid such as ACF 50 (A117A0239S) or a proprietary wax/oil type product will enhance the long 
term durability of alloy components.

 B). If, for whatever reason, a sill routed a.c. pipe needs to be replaced, it is recommended to use 
a newly introduced service replacement a.c. hose:

 Discharge Line a.c. Hose, sill routed (small diameter) A120P0025S 1 off
 Suction Line a.c. Hose, sill routed (large diameter)  A120P0024S 1 off

 Procedure
 1. Remove front and rear RH wheelarch liners, fuel tank bay 'shear panel' and sill trim panel/switch 

panel.

 2. Recover refrigerant.

 3. Disconnect the both compressor hoses from the a.c. pipes at the rear end of the sill and immedi-
ately cap all pipe ends.  Release the pipes from the chassis bracket, and remove the bracket from 
the chassis.

 4. Disconnect and release the damaged pipe at the front end of the sill and immediately cap the 
undamaged pipe.

 5. Cut any tie wraps securing the damaged pipe within the sill area.

 6. Using a suitable tool, e.g. pipe cutter, Dremel, cut through the damaged pipe at the rear end of 
the sill in order to allow its withdrawal upwards without damage to the side intrusion foam.  Take 
great care not to damage other pipes or components in the sill area - use protective shields if 
necessary.

  NOTE:  On no account should the foam block be cut or modified.
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 7. At the front end of the sill, cut the damaged pipe to allow its removal rearwards, but before with-
drawing, firmly attach either the replacement hose, or a lead line to the front of the pipe in order 
to aid installation of the new hose.

 8. With the new hose routed through the sill, feed the rear end up through the slot in the foam block.  
Refit the connector bracket to the chassis, and secure both the new hose and original undamaged 
pipe to the bracket.  Re-connect both compressor hoses.  For torque figures, refer to Service Notes 
section PL page 14.  Protect the unions as recommended in paragraph (A).

 9. At the front end of the sill, secure the new hose union in its aperture, and connect the a.c. pipe.  
Protect the unions as recommended in paragraph (A).

 10. Tie wrap the new hose within the sill area as necessary to prevent contact with chassis edges or 
other potentially damaging foul conditions.

 11. Recharge a.c. system and check for leaks.

 12. Refit wheelarch liners.

  Repair guide time = 4.5 hrs.
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